Whatever a grade is or should be, I know thatﬂ the grades that I, an
instructor, give to my students cannot be instruments of our govermment in
pursuit of war-aims that I disagpee with on the most fundamental human, legal,
moral, political, and even military grounds. I cannot allow my teaching to be
so brutalized that it becomes merely another expression of our war efforts in
policing the people of the world, people whose wishes and political desires are
quite often in marked contrast to our own desires of stability,throughout our

"free” world.

There is a quite good case that can be made far not deferring students
from the draft in the first place : the effects of this are with great in-
justice to place the burden of our military conscription on the lower classes
and the non~whites in our socf,,‘ty. The middle class boy can usually escape the
burdens of conseription merely by becoming a college student, a step that is
normally & necessary part of his career anyway., By his role as a college stu-
dent he becomes a vital resource of our society, one whose sacrifice to the
ravages of war is not in the "national interest." Such an arrangement is, to
say the least, unjust, and there are Bood reasons for questioning a system that
calls upon the lower classes and racial outcasts of society to bear the burden of
its defense needs, Nometheless this is the existing system, and within the

near future, there is little chance of changing it.

But the crisis is now. General Hershey, head of tle Sele;ctive Service, has
announced that within the near future we could expect students to become subject
to the draft; not all students, however: merely those who are not able to rank
sufficiently high in their class standing and on an examination. Ny cocirse and

its grades are then to become a part of the induction process; I am to confront



.-

my students with the faet that their failure to do well in various aspects of

the course reciuirements will demonstrate that they are not vital to our national
intsrests, and so, with their lower-class and non-white colleagues, must join the
rest of ouwr military in the Dominiecan Republic and Vietnam in pélicing the world.
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I refuse to allow the grades I assign to students in my course be made their
guarantee tlnt they will not be pai't of our war effort. There is little realistic
" hope of my convincing the college where I teach that they'should not give over
to the government the class standings of their students: our colleges are far
too married to the military needs of our society to take such a bold and .respons-
ible actiony But I, an individual, can refuse to allow my grades to be so used

and abused.

I can and do announce to my students that if they are opposed-- for any
reasons they feel to be legitimate, based on their moral or political opinions--
to fighting in the present wars of our nation, I will treat their grades accord-
ingly; that I will have two sets of grades for each of them that so informs me,
one which I personally will refer to if I am asked to pass.upon his future qual-
ifications to go on far graduate education or to teach, and another one which will
serve the offieidl record-- the official record which is now to become a part of

our Defense Department,

Will there be misuses of this, will there be students who claim to be opposed

for legitimate reasons when they are only trying to avoid burdens on their time or

on their 00111‘389%}5 Guite possibly there will be. But I am far more willing to see
such a misuse of my conscience and trust than I am to see the other, far more odious,
misuse of the purposes of my education. I believe that the enlightenment of our

colleges should remain totally divorced from the enforcement of our military aims.




